a profound similarity in outlook. After dealing with both Judaism and Augustine, I will confront the results with a modern thinker on the same topic, the theologian Joseph Ratzinger. 4 . Jewish perspectives on plurality of opinions The sources in the Talmud dealing with plurality of opinions are quoted so often that one may well hesitate to quote them once more. Still, their significance is not so easy to assess. The story of the Tannaitic rabbi Joshua in debate with his contemporary rabbi Eliezer (d century ce), 5 the two most important pupils of rabban Johanan ben Zakkai, is often told to prove the rabbinic predilection for debate and differences of opinion. Before we relate the long but fascinating story it is perhaps necessary to consider what its aims were. It can hardly be meant as a factual account of things that happened as described. In addition, we know that quite a few Jewish groups have barely left a trace in the whole of Rabbinic literature, at least not in a positive sense: (Jewish) Christians of different shades, Samaritans, Gnostics, Sadducees, Essenes, to mention only the most important ones. It is obvious that rabbinic literature has narrowed down Jewish tradition in the first centuries of the common era, by excluding literature written in Greek, such as Philo, by rejecting or assimilating into Talmud and midrash stories that we can find more extensively in pseudepigrapha of Jewish origin, but preserved and here and there Christianized by the Church(es). The formation of the Biblical canon itself is a testimony to that consolidation, both on the Jewish and on the Christian side. 6 Having said this, our task remains to assess what kind of pluralism the story wants to convey. Here and there we will interrupt the story for some commentary:
(There is an oven which R. Eliezer declared clean and the sages unclean).
It has been taught: On that day R. Eliezer brought forward all arguments of the world and they were not accepted. Then he said: 'Let this carob-tree prove that the halakha prevails as I state, ' and the carob was (miraculously) uprooted to a distance of one hundred cubits, and according to others
